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that of his son, whose martyrdom is still so deeply lamented
yearly in Persia and India. The murdered Khalif was interred
a few miles from the ruined Cufa at Nejef, on the site of
Hirah, in. fhe days of ignorance the court of Emirs, who often
acted as the viceroys of the kings of Persia. Hosein lies at
Kerbela, forty-five miles distant; and "both shrines have been
visited by Mr. Loftus, who, in imitation of Mr. Layard, has
explored the remains of cities in Susiana and Assyria, under
the protection of the troops of the Pasha of Bagdad. Meshed
Ali, that is, his place of martyrdom, occupies the centre of
a large square, and a town has grown up around it. The
mosque this traveller did not enter, because the bigotted crowd
was much excited by the appearance of Europeans, whom they
regard as infidels, escorted by Turks, whom they abhor as
heretics. Approaching it through the desert, the gilt dome
and minarets, when struck by the sun's rays, give it an
imposing effect. Kerbela is a contrast, for the intermediate
district is a succession of date forests; but the mosque is
inferior in its decorations, and is in a dilapidated state, and
one of the minarets is seemingly ready to fall. The Pasha had
not long before beseiged the two towns. Meshed yielded when
summoned, but Kerbela made a long, though ineffectual, resist-
ance. As places of pilgrimage, they at least rival the Caaba;
for though the visit is not recognised by Islam, these sacred
spots are endeared by associations to the Sheyahs. They are
more accessible, and here they are welcome} and among fel-
low-worshippers ; whereas the stations at Mecca are only for
the four sects of the Sonnites, while they must conceal
their heresy, or expose themselves to insult, it may be to
personal injury from their opponents, excited by fanaticism,
and indignant at their profaning by their presence the House of
God. Lady Sheale considers that Bagdad chiefly exists by this
stream of pilgrims, estimated by Loftus at no less than 80,000;
and it is incessant, for it has not, like the Mecca pilgrimage, a
fixed season. Another extraordinary difference is, the succession
of caravans of the dead, carried in coffins, to be interred in
these holy cemeteries, especially in that of Hosein; and this